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Dear Friends,   

 

     We had a wonderful Christmas at All Saints and over and over again were the recipients of 

Godôs generosity through people both inside and outside of the Parish. 

First of all, our sexton, Joe DôAngelo told me of a man, Mr. Fink, who has a Christmas tree farm 

in Jackson and who, being a deeply committed Baptist, makes his trees available to churches at 

no cost. If you were in church during the Christmas season you saw the beautiful large trees in 

our sanctuary. Then Joe took me to out to the farm and Mr. Fink offered me a tree for my house. 

My plan was to have a small tree this year and chose one. As he was about to cut it down, he 

asked me ñWhat do you think it means to be made in the image of God?ò - a startling question in 

the middle of a tree farm. I gulped and said something like ñ we are capable of forgiveness, love, 

sacrifice and being creativeðall characteristics of God. He said ñ thatôs a great answer and lead 

me to a much better tree( a lot bigger than I wanted). Of course, then having big trees in the sanc-

tuary meant ruining the scheme that Ursula had for the poinsettias, so Robert Margulski to the 

rescue, he made a smaller version of what we used to have on the back wall in front of the lectern 

and Pulpit. This year we had a very good turn out of people for the greening of the church. Peo-

ple who came together to decorate, to have supper and to sing Christmas Carols. Never have I 

seen our Church more beautiful than this year.  

This year we had an angel tree, and thanks to all of you for your generosity,  we were able to give 

out more than 70 presents to children in our neighborhood  who are in need. Ken Seda was a 

great Santa as was Ted Massey who also dawned the red and white uniform to hand out gifts that 

the  ECW  had made for the soup kitchen.  Both men have a second vocation if needed. 

I was feeling a little sad that most of our choir members were to be away for Christmas so we 

couldnôt have a choir. Then the Applegateôs daughter-in-law, Linda Gareh-Applegatre, sang not 

only ñO Holy Nightò but Handels Messiah. Our own Michelle Brown played the French horn for 

ñSilent Nightò that was so beautiful. Two of our Jubilee singers Alexandra  and Shanell played ñ 

Angels we have heard on high ñ on the flute . 

So between the generosity of strangers and  an extra mile of some of our own, we had one of the 

nicest Christmases I ever had. I was also pleased that we almost doubled our attendance from last 

year which I hope argues well for our future.  

So thank you all for making Christmas so special.  And on we go in our ministry in the New 

Year, growing from strength in our Service to our Lord. 

 

 Faithfully, 

  The Rev. Herbert G. Draesel Jr. 

 Priest-inïCharge 
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Diocesan Convention 

 

The annual Convention of the Diocese of New Jersey will be held Friday March 2 to Saturday March 3 at the 

Crowne Plaza hotel on Route 70 in Cherry Hill, New Jersey.  The Convention begins at 10 am with the Open-

ing Eucharist and Bishopôs Address, and continues all of Friday until close of business around 6 pm.  Conven-

tion resumes Saturday morning until about lunchtime.  There is also a Convention banquet on Friday night and 

an ECW breakfast on Saturday morning for those who would like to attend.  More information on the Conven-

tion is located on the Diocesan website at www.newjersey.anglican.org. 

 

All Saints will elect three delegates, and three alternate delegates (in case one of the delegates cannot make it) 

to Convention at our Annual meeting on January 29th.  Delegates are asked to attend one of the Pre-

Convention meetings, which are as follows: 

 

February 7th  7 ï 9 pm  Trinity Church, Asbury Park 

February 8th  7 ï 9 pm  Church of the Holy Spirit, Tuckerton 

February 9th  7 ï 9 pm  St. Johnôs Church, Somerville 

February 15th  7 ï 9 pm  Grace Church, Haddonfield 

 

Diocesan Ministry Institute 

Our Diocese has a number of educational and spiritual offerings, many of which are open to all!  Please check 

out the Ministry Institute link on our Diocesan webpage (www.newjersey.anglican.org) to see what is offered.  

Some things coming up are: 

 

Make a Difference in the World: Adults empowering Children and Youth 

    (Christian Educatorôs Day with the Bishop)                   January 21st 

 

12th Annual Acolyte Festival                      February 11th 

 

Absalom Jones Service of Witness to Black Ministries                  February 12th 

 

Lenten African Spirituality Retreat                     March 10th 

 

Parish Leadership Day (for Vestry, Wardens, Treasurers)                  March 24th 

 

If you are interested in these or want to see what else they offer, please check out the Diocesan website.  You 

can also register for these events on line as well. 


